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Dr. Cheryl Davenport Dozier is an accomplished educator and university administrator; a 
passionate speaker on issues of leadership, diversity, equity, and inclusion; and a committed 
advocate for social justice and human rights. A renowned academic leader, researcher, and 
professor, Dr. Dozier’s experience in higher education spans more than 30 years. She is President 
Emerita of Savannah State University (SSU) where she served for 8 years as the 13th and first 
permanent female President. She had a 17-year career at the University of Georgia (UGA) as 
Professor of Social Work and served in several administrative roles including Chief Diversity 
Officer for the Office of Institutional Diversity and researcher with the Foot Soldier Project for 
Civil Rights Studies and Research. Dr. Dozier was instrumental in enhancing the global mission 
at UGA and Savannah State as she traveled to ten countries in Africa, Asia, South, and Central 
America on educational excursions with faculty and students for over twenty years. Prior to her 
roles in higher education, she was the administrator of a community-based addiction outpatient 
treatment program for over twelve years in New York.  
 
A community, civic and church leader for over forty years, Dr. Dozier has been engaged in 
initiatives as an advocate for vulnerable populations and communities and has received numerous 
awards for her work.  After retiring from administrative roles in higher education, she has returned 
to her passion for consulting, training, and teaching.  
 
Dr. Dozier earned a bachelor’s degree in Education from Fairleigh Dickinson University, a Master 
of Social Work degree from Atlanta University (now Clark-Atlanta University), and a Doctor of 
Social Work (DSW) from Hunter College at the Graduate Center of the City University of New 
York. In 2016, she was awarded an honorary doctorate degree at the University of Liberia.   
 
  


